Norovirus: an overview.
Although noroviruses (NoVs) were the first viral agents linked to gastrointestinal disease, for a long time they have been considered secondary cause of gastroenteritis, second to rotaviruses as etiologic agents. The development of molecular techniques in diagnosing NoV provided a clearer insight into the epidemiological impact of these viruses, which are currently recognized not only as the leading cause of non-bacterial gastroenteritis outbreaks, but also as a major cause of sporadic gastroenteritis in both children and adults. This review focuses on the required knowledge to understand their morphology, genetics, transmission, pathogenesis, and control. Since no vaccine is available, prevention of NoV infection relies mainly on strict community and personal hygiene measures.